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especially to study, what about his figure or his postures ought
to be amended; showed them luminously in what points the
Germans always fail; and displayed such extraordinary know-
ledge, that all stood in the deepest humility, scarcely daring to
draw their breath, before so enlightened a critic and so right hon-
ottfable a patron.

" What fellow is that in the corner?" said the Count, look-
ing at a subject, who had not yet been presented to him, and who
now approached; a lean shambling figure, with a rusty coat
patched at the elbows, and a woful periwig covering his submis-
sive head.

This person, whom, from the last Book, we know already as
Philina's darling, had been wont to enact pedants, tutors and
poets; generally undertaking parts in which any cudgelling or
ducking was to be endured. He had trained himself to certain
crouching, ludicrous, timid bows; and his faltering, stammering
speech befitted the characters he played, and created laughter in
the audience; so that he was always looked on as a useful mem-
ber of the company, being moreover very serviceable and obliging.
He approached the .Count in his own peculiar way; bent himself
before him, and answered every question with the grimaces and
gestures he was used to on the stage. The Count looked at him,
for some time, with an air of attentive satisfaction and studious
observation; then turning to the Countess, " Child," said he,
" consider this man well: I will engage for it, he is a great
actor, or may become so." The creature here, in the fulness of
his heart, made an idiotic bow; the Count burst into laughing,
and exclaimed: "He does it excellently well! I bet this fellow
can act anything he likes; it is pity that he has not been already
used to something better."

So singular a prepossession was extremely galling to the rest;
Melina alone felt no vexation, but completely coincided with the
Count, and answered with a prostrate look: "Alas! it is too
true; both he and others of us have long stood in need of such
encouragement, and such a judge, as we now find in your Excel-
lency."

" Is this the whole company ?" inquired the Count.

-c Some of them are absent," said the crafty Melina; " and
at any rate, if we should meet with support, we could soon col-
lect abundant numbers from the neighbourhood."

Philina in the mean while was saying to the Countess: